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The Kosta Boda Artist Collection is colorful, elevated, and at times – boundless. Our best-known 
artists collaborate side-by-side with new designers and young artists.  The collection is centered 
on a love of glass and curiosity with regard to its nearly endless possibilities. Classic gems, elegant 
objects, narratives and political commentary form a collection comprising many decades of artistry.
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Ellen Ehk Åkesson

Ellen Ehk Åkesson was born in Småland and is active in Nybro. Whether 
in ceramics, bronze or glass, her style frequently calls to mind the turn of 
the last century and Art Nouveau. The dark forest has become something 
of her laboratory. Ellen takes her roots in the soils of Småland to defiant 
dimensions by emphasizing contrasts and exuberant imagination.

“My work is often very experimental and I explore my way to expression 
by trying different techniques, where the materials have to conform to 
my narrative. In the beginning of the process, it’s important to have the 
courage to pause when something is half finished, to not rush and end 
up leaning into something pre-defined. That’s when the unexpected 
can happen; it’s where I can find traces of something invaluable to my 
progression. What is the glass trying to say to me? I also find it incredibly 
inspiring just to visit a glassworks, to see all the skilled workers in so many 
parts of the process. I get so many ideas. I get curious. I want to learn.” 

– Ellen Ehk Åkesson
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“Everything began with the glowing, growing bubble that I saw so often 
at the glassblowing studio next door to my studio. It felt so natural to start 
there. My mind quickly turned to nature’s effervescent fractals. A foamy 
river, frog eggs and mushrooms. The process guided the shape, bubbles 
were connected to bubbles in clusters with a result like berries, bubble 
berries. I showed my work myself in Stockholm. It was all stolen and hasn’t 
been recovered yet.

Years later, I received the Ulrica Hydman Vallien Foundation’s scholarship, 
which also gave me the chance to experiment with glass at the studio in 
Kosta. Back in the wonderful world of glass where a new idea for berries 
was born – this time, in blown form. The vibrant pink berry is like an 
overripe raspberry that has just fallen off the bush. It is opaque inside, to 
bring clarity to the shape, with transparent color on the outside, so that 
you can sense the juiciness. Glossy and really JUICY.” 

– Ellen Ehk Åkesson

Berry Tales Ruby

7770001
L 170 H 165 B 170 MM
RED
4400:- 5500:-

Berry Tales Emerald

7770002
L 170 H 165 B 170 MM
GREEN
4400:- 5500:-

Berry Tales Amber

7770003
L 170 H 165 B 170 MM
AMBER
4400:- 5500:-

Berry Tales
Artist Ellen Ehk Åkesson · 2021
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Bertil Vallien

Bertil Vallien is Sweden’s most acclaimed glass artist; he has won 
an array of awards and his work is richly represented at museums 
worldwide. Bertil Vallien works with a mythical, dreamy and symbolic 
world of motifs and runs what he describes as a research project in close 
partnership with his team, many of whom have worked closely with Bertil 
for decades. Bertil Vallien is primarily known as a master of sand-casting. 
His solid, deep blue-hued boats are part of modern glass history.  

“I enjoy working with themes. Glass has opportunities that no other 
material can offer. It’s like scooping out a volcano, and the molten mass 
quickly turns into ice. The challenge is to capture the look and the light, to 
tease out the secrets of glass at just the right moment.”

Bertil received two major international distinctions this year. Imagine 
Museum named him Artist of the Future and the Glass Art Society (GAS) 
awarded him with the Visionary Award, one of the finest distinctions a 
glass artist can receive.

At the Kosta glassworks, Bertil continues to work in search of new 
expressive forms. However, above all he returns to the shapes of the 
head, boat, staff and house.
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From its origins as a tiny seed, it sprouts and grows into a bean. Similarly, 
there is something unique to behold as the spirit of the glassworker 
infuses the liquid glass. Centrifugal force influences the shape, but it is 
handled with wet newspaper. The series is blown entirely free-hand, and 
no two pieces are identical. 

“My inspiration for the self-evident simplicity of the objects comes from 
Ingeborg Lundin’s Äpplet. Beans is my homage to Ingeborg.” 
– Bertil Vallien

BV BEANS BLUE

7520150
L 360 H 290 B 250 MM
BLUE

Beans
Artist Bertil Vallien · 2021
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With the Earth series, Bertil Vallien expresses our place on the planet. 
The house, our safety, in a big and beautiful world. Earth includes four 
collectors’ items that inspire reflection on the small and large world in 
various ways. On Top mini is this year’s new arrival to the series. A world 
in clear glass, light air bubbles and a golden home.  

“The home provides protection, tranquility, inspiration and love. It offers 
room to breathe, time for our thoughts. A fixed place in a world that never 
stands still.” – Bertil Vallien

Earth On Top Mini

7520151
H 60 Ø 65 MM
CLEAR/ GOLD

Earth On Top Mini
Artist Bertil Vallien · 2021
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Gunnel Sahlin

Gunnel Sahlin is among the glass artists who gave Sweden its name as 
one of the world’s most prominent producers of glass. Born in 1954, she 
is currently active as both an artist and a designer.  

The Kosta Boda glassworks had a new executive who felt the company 
needed a younger image. He found Gunnel Sahlin in New York in 1986, 
hired her, and gave her free rein. Gunnel’s delight in color and shape 
helped the Kosta Boda brand gain new significance – her liberated view 
of glass design was as far from the reverence of crystal as one could get. 
In 1990 she went to the Åfors glassworks, where she worked for 19 years. 
Her series of glass fruits, “Frutteria,” sold particularly well. From 1999-
2004, Gunnel Sahlin also worked as a professor at the University of Arts, 
Crafts and Design in the ceramics and glass department.  

“My time at Kosta Boda was fantastic. I had opportunities and space to 
try new things, which creates dynamic results. When you’re working with 
glass, everything happens during the actual process of making.”  

Gunnel Sahlin believes an untamable, primal power is present in nature 
and glass alike, and that is what she seeks out. 
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”Paradiso is the dream of delicious fruit that lasts a long, long time. Fruit that 
places you in an imaginary world and cheers up your home. Combine it with 
items you already have and suddenly, the room comes to life!” – Gunnel Sahlin

Paradiso
Artist Gunnel Sahlin · 2021

Paradiso

7520003
H 250 Ø 150 MM
BLÅ

Paradiso

7200001
H 200 Ø 115 MM
PINK

Paradiso

7200002
H 170 Ø 155 MM
GRÖN
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Kjell Engman

“My creative process begins from the circle of life. I want to shape glass 
that can be felt, that speaks to all our senses. I want to use refractions 
and light. To create pictures and tell stories. I’m driven by the search itself, 
where curiosity, mysticism and mythology are important elements. Glass, 
the living mass, is my companion.”  

An indefatigable glass artist with unlimited imagination, whose enthusiastic 
storytelling has an outlet in both utility and art glass. Kjell Engman is 
inspired by the animal kingdom and the world of music. He frequently 
works with large installations and incorporates elements of sound and 
light. Kjell Engman is regularly commissioned for public art installations 
both nationally and internationally.
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“A powerful experience inspired the Happiness series. On one of my trips, 
I was moved at a gospel choir performance. One of the women, who was 
both broader and at least a head taller than me, took hold of me, lifted 
me off the floor, and swept me into a dance. The floor swayed and I was 
impressed by the agile movements. The music, strength and energy filled 
me, almost with this sense of euphoria. I’ve eternalized the memory in 
various ways with women in glass. Happiness is one example.” 
– Kjell Engman

Happiness

7460170
H 220 L 110 B 155 MM
RED

Happiness

7460171
H 225 L 110 B 150 MM
YELLOW/ RED

Happiness

7460172
H 145 L 85 B 150 MM
TURQUOISE/ BLUE

Happiness
Artist Kjell Engman · 2021
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Ulrica Hydman Vallien

Ulrica Hydman Vallien debuted as a glass artist in 1971 and she is 
among Kosta Boda’s most significant glass artists. She helped to 
design Kosta Boda’s production throughout the 80s, 90s and 00s. Her 
design DNA shaped Kosta Boda, both in Sweden and internationally.  
She introduced a brand-new technique: painting on glass, which many 
people viewed as simple, but she successfully positioned the method 
within a perspective that made painted glass acceptable, even among 
finer circles. At the same time, that was not her goal; she wanted art to 
be attainable for all.  

“Desire, energy and passion: I love and I hate at once. I am contrary 
and committed. With glass, everything is possible. Glass is immediate, 
intense, demanding, and never moderate. I paint and tell stories on and 
through transparent glass. Without rules or frameworks, governed by my 
emotions and instincts.”  

Ulrica Hydman Vallien was one of the world’s best-known glass 
artists. She painted her dramatic, humorous decorations with free and 
unrestrained energy, directly onto the glass. Ulrica Hydman Vallien’s 
breakthrough came with Open Minds.
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PET bottle

7540042
H 337 Ø 95 MM
WHITE

PET bottle

7540043
H 337 Ø 95 MM
AUBERGINE

PET bottle

7540044
H 337 Ø 95 MM
PURPLE

PET
Artist Ulrica Hydman Vallien · 2021

PET for the Kosta Boda Artist Collection is launching in exclusive new 
color and pattern combinations.  

The PET Bottle was Ulrica’s response after Björn Kjelltoft painted her 
pattern onto PET bottles and paper plates for his degree exhibition at 
the University of Arts, Crafts and Design. Do designers have patents 
on universal symbols and patterns? Instead of a lawsuit, Ulrica took 
back control of her eyes and tulips, and used them to decorate a limited 
edition of PET bottles made of glass.  

The bottles were very popular and came to be used as the perfect 
unique, always-full water bottle.




